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OUR CHRISTIAN MISSION AMONG ARMENIANS 


Dr. H. Philip Hovnanian, President of AMAA 


Jesus did not work alone. According 
to the Gospel of Luke, Jesus appointed 
the Seventy-Two! and sent them two by 
two to outlying towns and villages, before 
he himself visited them. In addition, he 
chose and commissioned Twelve Apos- 
tles and charged them to go and preach 
in the hamlets and townships of Gallilee 
but instructed them to take nothing extra 
or special for their personal journey 
needs. It is also important to note that 
these journeys were not one way trips. 
The apostles and disciples always came 
back to report, to communicate, to be 
debriefed and briefed, often in a quiet 
lonely place where they could also rest 
to be “recharged” and avoid being “burnt 
out,” since many of them were over- 
achievers. Our task too is to emulate 
these early Christians in our own mission 
work today, in terms of inner preparation, 
field preparation, e.g. preparing local 
workers, returning home and communi- 

cating with crisp, well-thought-out reports 
and follow-up visits, as did Apostle Paul 
in his journeys. 

At the present time we do not have 
many full-time missionaries in the Arme- 
nian Missionary Association. “The crop 
is heavy but laborers are scarce; you must 
therefore beg the owner to send laborers 
to harvest the crop”? 

Some may say that the AMAA (per- 


haps by default) has assumed too many 
functions, however essential; for ex- 
amples here and/or abroad: aid to 
students, churches, church schools, col- 
leges, pastors, teachers, social services, 
the needy and the sick; provision or 
publication of Bibles, books and pam- 
phlets; and Earthquake Relief. Also, 
AMAA has been able to assume to some 
extent the role of the American Board of 
Foreign Missions and the Near East 
Relief-type work among Armenians. Are 
we “spreading ourselves too thin?” is a 
good question. Are we like the early 
apostles where they had to stop and sort 
out their priorities, as reported in the New 
Testament:? “So the twelve called the 
whole body of disciples together and said, 
‘It would be a grave mistake for us to 
neglect the word of God in order to wait 
at table. Therefore, friends, choose seven 
men of good reputation from your mem- 
bers, men full of the Holy Spirit and 
wisdom and we will appoint them to deal 
with these matters, while we devote 
ourselves to prayer and to the ministry of 
the world? ” Is it time to ask ouselves the 
same question? 


I once had a Ph.D. scientist from India 
working with me who said to me that a 
definition for Deity, in their religion, is 
One who is “all things to all men”! 

But with the help of our God and with 
sincere devotion, AMAA has done quite 
well in the organizational and material 
aspects of our Christian missions. The ra- 
tionale may be that the unions of our 
Evangelical Churches would handle and 
lead the spiritual aspects of their respec- 
tive constituent areas, which is as it 
should be. But the AMAA charter‘ says, 
“The AMAA shall have at heart the 
religious cultivation, the spiritual growth 
and development of the Armenian peo- 
ple, enabling them to stand firmly in their 
Christian faith, to devote themselves to 
the Christian mission and to uphold the 
following purposes as the bases of all the 

activities of the Association:” Then it cites: 
The Armenian Evangelical basis or foun- 
dation and fellowship, religious/educa- 
tional/philanthropic work, establishment/ 
management and foremost based on 
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religious, spiritual, Christian and eval 
gelical foundations and aims. Therefore, 
besides the material aid and organize 
tional efforts, AMAA is expected to bé 
directly involved in Armenian Christia? 
mission work and wherever there is 2 
genuine Christian need and it is wel- 
comed by our people. Should we not a5 
with the apostles as in Acts 6:2-6 the 
same question about serving oF not 
serving at tables? 


It is estimated that Evangelicals 4! 
perhaps a mere 5% of the total Armée 
nian population in the diaspora. But this 
has not deterred us from trying to rea® 
out to all Armenians within our capacilY 
or means. For example, all the Armenia? 
Evangelical Church schools in the Mid: 
dle East get support from the AMAA a” 
its affiliates (e.g. Philibosian Fund) i” 
cluding Haigazian College. These church 
connected schools pride themselves that 
Armenian Apostolic children comprise UP 
to 80% of their student population. Thi 
ratio is probably higher for social servic@ 
activities, etc. Thus, ecumenically speak 
ing, at least among Armenians, we hav@ 
succeeded in meeting our goals in th@ 
Armenian Evangelical work without pro” 
selytizing. However, I believe that AMAA 
subcribes to the rationale of the first presi 
dent of the American University of Beirut’ 
(at that time called the Syrian Protestant 
College), Rev. Dr. Daniel Bliss, wh? 
stated in 1871: “ . . it will be impossible 
for anyone to continue in this college long 
without knowing what we believe to bé 
the truth and our reasons for that belief” 
Dr. Bliss continued by saying that his 
students, faculty and staff were free to 
believe in a God, many gods or no God, 
but he would make sure that everyone 
understood the college's belief. The col- 
lege was a Presbyterian Christian mission. 
Likewise, our tenets and beliefs primari- 
ly stem from the twelve articles in the 
Confession of Faith of 1846 of the Con- 
stantinople based Armenians who called 
themselves Persecuted Christians.° We 
are not doctrinaire and we do not require 
recipients of our assistances to believe as 
we do (we do not even have unanimity 
among ourselves) but we expect them to 
~—>-(eentinued on page 6) 
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THE MANDATE OF THE CHRISTIAN COMMUNITY 


Recently, I was asked to speak about 
Wars in the Middle East, between Jews 
and Arabs, Arabs and Arabs, Christian 

: bs and non-Christian Arabs, between 
Teligious people, between people who 
Profess to believe in one God, between 

£ws, Christians, Muslims and all the 
variety of shades represented in each of 
these traditions. 

I was asked to speak about wars “out 

ere” thousands of miles away from the 
relatively peaceful suburbs of Pittsburgh, 

'Cago, Dallas, San Francisco and 
one Are these wars different from any 

€r wars—the wars in the Old Testa- 
ment times, the wars of the Crusading 
Period, the wars in Europe when Europe 
Was the center of Christendom, the Civil 
ar in our country, the First and Second 
orld Wars and the wars in Korea and 

Suth Vietnam? 

a hat causes wars” asked James, “and 

Uses fighting among you? Is it not your 
Passions that are at-war in your members. 

°U desire and do not have; so you kill. 
: Nd you covet and cannot obtain; so you 
ght and wage war. You do not have, 
Bese you do not ask. You ask and do 
Teceive because you ask wrongly, to 

Pend it on your passions.” 

ue ent wars politically inspired and 

és °Nomically motivated? If so, what do 
© do with the man of Nazareth who 

Ung between two men condemned as 
naalots, who were political offenders with 

'gious motivations. Was not the man 

©m Nazareth accused of blasphemy and 

eing a political rebel and a disturber 
ee making him a godless person 
a politically useless man. “He was 
Rate and rejected by men; a man of 
tows and acquainted with grief; and 
i. ©ne from whom men hid their faces,’ 

"as the Jerusalem Bible puts it, “a man 
© make people screen their faces” These 
ate Isaiah’s words immortalized by Handel 

is oratorio, The Messiah, words which 
are Profoundly meaningful in expressing 
at the man from Nazareth wanted to 
“Onvey as he hung on the cross on Good 

tiday, 

ii So we Christians at this hour are rais- 
ki 8 questions about wars and we would 
© to know why they “out there” are 


fighting. Does it not occur to us that we 
are among those people who screened 
their faces? What was it that made them 
not want to see, so they hid their faces? 
Why is it that you and I, as we confront 
Christ, do the same? Why do we exclude 
him from our total life? We take all the 
scandal out of the message of the cruci- 
fied Christ by relegating him to the ae 
of personal, private and inner life an 
piety where the message becomes oh 
ceptable, harmless, palatable and sweet. 
So we are able to say with John Newton, 
“How sweet the name of Jesus sounds 
in a believers ear! It soothes his sorrows, 
heals his wounds and drives away his 
sae generation that sent Jesus to oe 
death did not think so. It was nota na 
name but a name that deeply distur a 
the peace of the established religiou 
community. That generation, 25 ou 
firmly believed that you could no ‘ He 
church and state, religion and po 4 a 
economics and morality. Each ha x 
own domain. They and we, like the i! 
living in the tombs, when pues ee die 
Jesus, say to him, “What do you ae 
with me, Jesus, son of the a Re 
God? Swear by God you will not to 

i 
We do not realize that the ip a 
Nazareth was a man who bel eae 
God is the Creator of heaven a -s a 
The apostle Paul reflecting on ei im 
“God wanted to unite all pee erat 
things in heaven and things ° 


(Eph. 1:10) God peculiarly 

We have assumed that cities 
is concerne 
rather than with o 


ices an 
d church services ane © i 
rates with church institutions: ae, 5 
oH concerned with “personal re a er 
ang life, with the speculative t 


ctive life--- 
i of the Christian ee is 
scularize the con- 
ttempts to particu 

pes God. But unlike the Dead oer 
eee) Jesus established Ho monas 
isa or did he ask his disciples to in- 
pees j erience. On the 
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sheep among wolves. He gave no 
guarantee of a quiet, peaceful, normal 
life. The many attempts to withdraw from 
the world in order to create Harmony 
community, the Ephrata and Shaker 
communities, all failed. The cross is a 
reminder that the Lord of the Church did 
not accept a life and a faith that yearned 
for tranquility in the inner being when the 
world was in constant turmoil. There is 
a curious statement in Luke's Gospel 
where right after the Transfiguration it is 
stated that Jesus resolutely took the road 
to Jerusalem. For Jerusalem was the 
pulse of the people consisting of the 
Herodians, the Pharisees, the Sad- 
ducees, the Romans and the crowd. He 
headed himself toward the maelstrom but 
with some equivocal feelings which sur- 
faced in his prayer at the Garden of 


“Father, if you are willing, 


Gethsemane— 
take this cup away from me. Neverthe- 


less, let your will be done, not mine? The 
intensity of his feelings and the utter com- 
mitment to the will of God is expressed 
in the words, “and his sweat fell io the 
ground like great drops of blood: 
What was God's will, we ask? It was to 
strip himself (and for ourselves) from all 
kinds of myths by which he was sur- 
rounded, as more so we are today—the 
myth of civilization, of technology and 
progress, of education, of proper and 
ethnic heritage, of democracy, of white 
of Christianity as a respecta- 
f behavior, of emancipation 
by violence and liberation through chang: 
ing our vocabulary from “man” to “per- 
son’, All these and many more myths we 
have to strip away and stand naked 
before our God and it is only then that 
we are ready to be reclothed as humans, 
as members of the human race and not 
of one particular nation or people. 
How do we answer question, “How 
long O Lord, are we to fight each other? 
The answer lies in the fact that as long 
ag the church, which is the Body of 
Christ, limits its services to such areas as 
ministry to the sick, feeding the hungry 
and the elderly, counseling the broken- 
hearted people—and leaves matters of 
global concern to “others” who are out- 
side of the Body of Christ, we shall never 
(continued on page 7) 
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CATHOLICOI VAZKEN I AND KAREKIN II 


MEET IN NEW YORK 


An unprecedented and historic ten-day 
meeting in New York of the two Arme- 
nian religious leaders, His Holiness 
Vazken I, Catholicos of All Armenians, 

~and His Holiness Karekin II, Catholicos 
of the Great House of Cilicia, began on 
February 3, 1989, when both Pontiffs ar- 
rived in New York's Kennedy Airport 
within hours of each other. His Holiness 
Karekin II had come to the United States 
upon the invitation of His Holiness 
Vazken I to join in coordinating earth- 
quake relief efforts by Armenian organiza- 
tions in North and South America. The 
many public and private events they at- 
tended included a Meeting with President 
George Bush and conferences with repre- 
sentatives of all major Armenian organi- 
zations of the American diaspora. Apart 
from the’@Wfurch services, public functions 
and meetings, Armenian Missionary As- 
sociation of America (AMAA) and Arme- 
nian Evangelical Union of North America 
(AEUNA) representatives attended 
Private audiences with the Catholicoi. 

The tone of the visit was quickly set at 

Hrashapar services in St. Vartan Cathed- 
ral in New York when His Holiness 
Vazken I told the large audience of clergy 
and laymen that although the earthquake 
was a prime reason for his trip, he was 
also deeply committed to the realization 
of mutual understanding and cooperation 
leading to true unity in the Armenian 
Apostolic Church. He expressed the 
hope that the solidarity he and Karekin 
Il feel will provide an impetus toward 
reconciliation. Karekin Vehapar express- 
ed his profound thanks to his “elder 
brother” for inviting him to the United 
States to coordinate relief efforts. Ac- 
knowledging that the earthquake had 
brought them together, he confided that 
even prior to that disaster he had decid- 
ed to go to Soviet Armenia in order to 
begin a dialogue between the two Sees. 
Karekin Vehapar pledged his solidarity 
with Vazken I, saying, “We must all work 
together to bring our homeland out of its 
misery.” 

The highlight of the week was the two- 
day meeting with representatives of the 
major Armenian organizations partici- 
pating in the relief effort. His Holiness 


Vazken I presided, sharing the chair with 
His Holiness Karekin Tl. 


Both the AMAA and the AEUNA were 
invited to participate in the meeting. 
Representing the AMAA were: Dr. H. 
Philip Hovnanian, President; Mrs. Elida 
N. Telfeyan, Vice President; Mr. Robert 
Hekemian, Board Member; and The Rev. 
Moses B. Janbazian, Executive Director. 
The AEUNA was represented by: The 
Rev. Karl Avakian, Moderator; The Rev. 
Yessayi Sarmazian, Vice Moderator; Mr. 
Archie Cherkezian, Treasurer; and The 
Rev. Vartan Hartunian, Board Member. 

Both Catholicoi addressed the gather- 
ing. Vazken Vehapar reiterated the need 
of the diaspora to have complete first- 
hand information about the severity of 


AMAA and AEUNA representatives 
with Vehapars Vazken I 
and Karekin II. 


the disaster. He also stressed the need fot 
western technology and equipment. 
Karekin Vehapar pledged his support t0 
Vazken I. He emphasized the role that the 
diaspora must play in the “advancement 
of the quality of life in Armenia” 

Bishop Diran Gureghian, Primate of 
the Diocese of Moscow, gave an exten- 
sive report on the damage caused by the 
earthquake. Mr. Krikor Khandjian, an 
artist and well-known public figure in 
Soviet Armenia, presented the various 
projects that have been planned by of- 
ficials for Stepanavan. His Holiness 
Vazken I had earlier presented the pro- 
position that the American diaspora 
underwrite the reconstruction of that 
town. 


DEDICATION OF THE BUILDING OF THE ARMENIAN 


EVANGELICAL CHURCH OF HOL 


After Many years of our wandering 
from place to place, the Lord granted a 
church building to the Armenian Evan- 
Selical Church of Hollywood in answer 
2 ardent prayers of the congregation and 

lends. The Armenian Missionary Asso- 
“lation of America (AMAA) generously 
financed the purchase and handed the 

uilding over to the church under a very 
©onvenient repayment plan. Our people 
will always be grateful and remember this 
act of love of the AMAA. 

The building needs extensive repair 
and renovation work, which will take 
Months and cost tens of thousands of 
Ollars. 

Learning that the AMAA was going to 
Old a Meeting of the Board of Directors 
1 Los Angeles, CA, on February 18, 
1989, the Church’s Board of Directors 
£cided to schedule the dedication serv- 
“e of the building on the following day 
‘0 that all of the AMAA Board members, 

© had been so supportive of this 
Church since its inception, could attend 

Is historic event. The dedication service 
“'S0 included Rev. Chaparian’s Installa- 
‘on, Giving the Pastor and the congrega- 

'€n an excellent opportunity to 
"ededicate themselves to the Lord. 

Accordingly, invitations were sent to 

© AMAA asking them to hold their 

Sard meeting at our church as our 
Suests, Also, letters were sent to all 
Member churches of the Armenian Evan- 
Selical Union of North America, inviting 

eir participation. 

he AMAA Board of Directors arrived 

8s planned and held its meeting on 
February 18, 1989. The next day, Sun- 
day, February 19, at 7:30 p.m., The Rev. 
Moses B. Janbazian, Executive Director 
of the AMAA; AMAA Board members; 
he Rev, Karl Avakian, Moderator of 
AEUNA: The Rev. Harry Missirlian, 

inister to the Union; along with 12 
Pastors from sister churches, participated 
'N this historic event. The sanctuary was 
Packed with over 400 members and 
8uests. Dr. H. Philip Hovnanian, Presi- 

€nt of AMAA, could not attend the 
Service, so Mrs. Elida N. Telfeyan, Vice 

Tesident of the Association, brought the 
8teetings and delivered the church key, 


h 


Part of the | 
Evangelical Church of Hollywood 


which was accepted with thanks and 
gratitude by the Pastor, Rev. Chee 
The Rev. Karl Avakian, Medea ie 
AEUNA, brought greetings from ‘ 
Union and churches. He also Pelee 
the dedication prayer. The Rev. ony 
Missirlian, Minister to the me 
delivered the English message an ye 
Rev. Moses B. Janbazian, delivere in 
Armenian message. Both es ile wi 
inspiring and encouragins- 
a etc sites Vice Moco e 
the church, warmly acknowledge” ne 
work done fo FePa 2 these who had 
uilding and thanked a 
Beate by sone ihe ee 
i talent. He men 
time a 00,000 had been conte 
about half of it in cash and t ce ve 
ods and services. Mr. Garabeai ae 
oeeenn Rev. Chaparian for ey ee 
a behalf of the congregation. ian, 
stallation was officiated by he En AG 
Rev. avalsar Goes oF oe ley 
ian, ai 
fi of eo oat ores a 
jven DY : 
eats of Pilgrim Congres@ 


tional Church i 
The youth ¢ 


n Fresno, ; 

hoir of the church sang 

ans. 

several beautiful songs a ig 

s : 

choir leader wa ; 

Aghababian-Hubbard, who has ene 

ously volunteered to teach tae ts 
songs to the children and to concuc 


choir. 


large Congregation attending the Ded 


LYWOOD 


Elida N. Telfeyan, AMAA Vice President, 
presents Church building’s keys to the Rev. 
Apraham Chaparian. 

The words of Mr. Harold DeMirjian, 
AMAA Board member and Chairman of 
the Joint Home Missions Commitee, 
aptly described this occasion: “We are 
thankful to our Father in Heaven, who 
has endowed us so abundantly with His 
blessings. We are grateful for the general 
health and prosperity of our churches. 
We are also grateful for the dedication 
and the leadership of our ministers, who 
have so diligently toiled to help us follow 
the example set for us by Christ the 
Savior. It is appropriate that, on this oc- 
casion, we also express our collective 
gratitude to our Father in Heaven for the 
Armenian Missionary Association of 


America and to all of her supporters and 
servants. For it was the most compas- 
sionate response of the AMAA towards 
the needs of the Hollywood church that 
made this dream a reality. 


“This is the very first church dedication 
I have witnessed during my lifetime, It is 
a rewarding experience. | hope and pray 
that we will have many such oppor- 
tunities for rejoicing in the future” 


The service was a real celebration that 
lasted about two hours. Those present 
were deeply moved and blessed, thank- 
ing the Gracious Heavenly Father and 
Praising the Lord, Jesus Christ, for His 
abundant love and mercy. 


This really was a very memorable time 
and will long be remembered by every- 
one who attended this exhilarating event. 


SS. 


Rev. Moses B. Janbazian, Executive Director of AMAA, delivering the sermon in Armenian. 


OUR MISSION 


be Armenian Chtistians, We do not attach 
any extraneous meanings to the term 
Armenian Christians. There are no hid- 
den requirements, e.g., political, social 

class, regional or geographic qualifica. 
tions. But why Armenian—an ethnic re- 
quirement? This is merely because we 
have to strengthen ourselves first in every 
essential way before we go out to the 
world at large. We also believe that most 
Armenian Christians Personally or as a 
church parish reach out to non-Arme- 
nians. Many even have non-Armenian 
Christian affiliations such as the United 
Church of Christ, Presbyterians, etc. 
There is no contradiction here. In fact we 
encourage fraternal interaction with other 
denominations, especially the Armenian 
Apostolic churches which we respect as 
the “Mother Church” But AMAAs pri- 
mary tie or inalienable affiliation or closest 


(continued from Page 2) 


association is with the Armenian Evan- 
gelical Unions (Armenians in Europe, in 
the Middle East, in America, etc.) 

We also regard as our ultimate goal as 
recorded in the Gospel of Mark’, the 
charge by Christ: “Go forth to every part 
of the world and proclaim the Good 
News to the whole creation. Those who 
believe it and receive baptism will find 
salvation? or in Matthew: “Go forth 
therefore and make all nations my dis- 
ciples” We also join Dr. Tom Hale® and 
Dr. Cynthia Berberian Hale, medical mis- 
sionaries in Nepal, who say: “God’s pur- 
pose is to communicate His love to peo- 
ple everywhere” 

In the last 100 years, the Armenian na- 
tion has experienced devastating martyr- 
dom on three times’®, '!, '*, plus the major 
earthquake disaster in Armenia of De- 
cember 7, 1988. The AMAA is doing its 


best with the full support of all the Arm@ 
nian Evangelical Churches of the worl 
to help alleviate the extreme plight of th? 
Earthquake survivors, e.g., together wit 
Medical Outreach for Armenians in the 
medical field. An AMAA delegation will 
have gone to Armenia by the time this 
article sees daylight, in order to assess OU! 
priorities of assistance. 

Early Christian Armenians were mis 
sionaries even to neighboring countries 
St. Mesrop Mashtotz (the inventor of thé 
Armenian alphabet) in the early 400 
A.D. helped other countries such a 
Georgia and Caucasian Albania with thé 
invention of their alphabet for translation 
of the Bible.’ 

Now we ask again: Aren't we ready for 
a full-time, well-prepared Missionary 
Christian to work among Armenians of 
the diaspora? 
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MISSION NOTES FROM THE MIDDLE EAST 


Paul Haidostian is an AMAA fellow at- 
tending Princeton Theological Seminary, 
where he is a second-year student pur- 
suing a Ph.D. degree in Pastoral 
Theology. The AMAA is underwriting his 
tuition and other expenses at the 

€minary. Paul has made a commitment 
'o return to Beirut after graduation and 
Serve on the faculty of the Near East 
sees) of Theology (NEST). Sponsoring 
aul is part of the AMAAs concern for 
°veloping leaders for our churches. 
he summer of 1988 was an extreme- 
y challenging time for me since I spent 
Most of it travelling between Lebanon and 
vria, delivering a sermon here and 
®ading a youth camp there, surrounded 
Rey by conditions and voices of 
€spair, 

“Most of the people I worked with were 

€dicated servants of our Lord, trying to 
< their best under impossible cir- 

'Mstances because they trust in God's 
Miraculous possibilities. I could see clear- 


THE MANDATE 


ting the message of the Cross penetrating 

walls where the destiny of the human 
"ce is shaped. We are shocked daily by 
the acts of terrorism in all corners of the 
arth and yet we screen our faces to the 
Act that our faith has never penetrated 
Qll levels of our private and public lives. 

© the world “out there” remains with its 
Problems of injustice and enslavement, 
Power and manipulation, greed and self- 
ishness. One Christian put it this way: “To 
Whom we belong is finally decided by 
Which voice we listen to! All human ex- 
'Stence depends upon whom we belong 


Each year the James G. Jameson Essay Contest invites 
young Armenians to submit essays to the Armenian Mis- 
Sionary Association of America (AMAA). The Contest is 
©pen to all Armenian students in high school gr college. 

The rules are simple. Each essay should deal with some 
aspect of Armenian history, literature, religion, culture, 
travel or current events. Essays should be original, un- 
published, between 1,000 and 2,000 words in length, and 
typed in English. Each entrant should indicate whether he 
or she is a high school or college student. 

Entries are judged by a panel appointed by the AMAA 
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ly, though, how tired they were of what 
was going on around them, and yet they 
were ready to continue. 

“I am so glad I had the opportunity to 
preach the Gospel of Christ in five of the 
Armenian Evangelical churches in Syria 
and Lebanon, to attend the convention 
of the UAECNE, and to participate in the 
summer camps of the Christian Endeavor 
societies. 

“In addition to leading youth or adult 
worship services on different occasions, 
I participated in a retreat for the youth of 
the First Armenian Evangelical Church in 
Beirut. | thank’God that our youth; both 
in Lebanon and Syria, had their plans for 
summer camps realized. More than a 
hundred youth attended the camp in 
Kessab, Syria, on August 7-14, for which 
I had prepared a set of Bible studies and 
presented six lectures on ‘The Elect 
Many youth came to Christ, deciding to 
become communicant members of their 


churches. 


AMAA’S JAMES G. JAMESON ESSAY CONTEST 


OPEN TO STUDENTS 


CA (college) an 


school). 
Entries should 


nd to whom we are prepared to give 
a determining influence 
on our humanity, on our ene 3 sd 
earthly and transcendent powers. a - 
one reality by which we wish to $ 
asured.” 
une seid is still waiting for us bt 
Church as the body of Christ to take t : 
message of the crucified Christ ae y 
and earnestly—to distinguish tt rom 
made gods and ideologies and 
spirations. We must put 
d scandal back into our 
lity that finds the 


to, a 
the last word has 


man- 
hopes and a 
foolishness an 
faith, for it is our mora 


Publication Committee, 
Assadourian of No 

Two prizes of $20 
by a high school stu 


i _ Last year’s winners we 
se : d Ann Boyajian of Para 


rth Bergen, Nd. 


be submitted 


sionary Associat 
Avenue, Paramus, ™< 
Don't forget the deadline: 


“Through these and other experiences 
I came to realize that in spite of every- 
thing, our youth in the Middle East are 
responsive to the Word of God, because 
God's Spirit is the One working in them. 
We do not have the right to despair; we 
are called to engage in sacrificial service 
as the agents of God. At a time when the 
number of Christian workers is in decline, 
the needs in our churches and com- 
munities are increasing rapidly. We have 
to pray for people who will be ready to 
work in our communities there in various 
traditional as well as modern methods to 
sustain the work God has started among 
our people. On behalf of our youth in the 
Middle East, I would like to thank the 
AMAA for its important part in that work. 
And, personally, I wish to express my 
Rea gratitude to the AMAA for its 
generous sponsorship of my training for 
my future teaching ministry at the Near 
East School of Theology.” 


Fred 


whose chairman is Dr. 


0 each are awarded for the best essays 
dent and a college student, respec- 
re Roxanne Bezgjian of Albany, 
mus, NJ (high 


to: Armenian Mis- 
140 Forest 


ion of America, 
NJ, 07652. 
May 31, 1989. 


Gospel to be scandalous. “But to those 
of us who are in the way, see it as God's 
power to save-to save us from self- 
deception, self-esteem, and self-centered 
lives. 

The mandate of the Christian com- 
munity is to accept the lordship of Christ 
over our total lives so that we become 
human and hence create humanity. It is 
only when our humanity is lost that we 
fight and wage wars, kill and destroy. but 
in Christ the promise is that our humani- 
ty will be restored. We shall become the 
People of God. 


BT 2s FI YS >: FJ YI Py. 
THE EXECUTIVE !RECTOR 


REPORTS @RGEER GEMS 


AMAA EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR VISITS WEST COAST 


From February 16 through March 8 
1989, The Rev. Moses B. Janbazian eve 
ecutive Director of the Armenian Mis- 
sionary Association of America (AMAA) 
visited the West Coast and engaged in 5 
wide variety of church visitation, mission 
interpretation and other AMAA-related 
activities. Rev. Janbazian’s busy schedule 
included the following: 

© Attending an AMAA Board of Direc- 
tors meeting on Saturday, February 18 
at the recently purchased building of ie 
Armenian Evangelical Church of Holly- 
wood, CA. A large majority of Board 
members, as well as many invited guests 
Participated in the meeting, which na 
devoted mainly to matters related to 
Armenian earthquake relief. 

® Visiting Armenian Evangelcial chur- 
ches in California and delivering mission- 
related sermons at the Armenian Cilicia 
Congregational Church of Altadena, CA; 
the Pilgrim Armenian Congregational 
Church of Fresno, CA; and the Calvary 
Armenian Congregational Church in San 
Francisco, CA. 

@Speaking at several luncheons 
organized by local AMAA Chapters and 
Church Mission Committees, informing 
West Coast members and supporters 
about recent developments in the mission 
field of the Association and the AMAAs 
role in the Armenia relief effort. 

© Holding special meetings with the 
members of the Armenian Evangelical 
Fellowship of Saratoga, CA, and the 
AMAA Peninsula Group to inform them 
about the Association's achievements, 
challenges and opportunities in the mis- 


= 


First photo: Mrs, Ronnie Henesian, 1 ; ay ; ~ ' 
P e Henesian, Treasurer of the Peninsula Chapter of AMAA reports to participants in the missionary luncheon/meeting 


sion field at home and overseas. 

® Visiting the AMAA-financed Arme- 
nian Evangelical Social Service Center of 
Hollywood, CA, and the Charlotte and 
Elise Merdinian Armenian Evangelical 
School in Sherman Oaks, CA. During a 
special morning chapel service, the Prin- 
cipal of the Merdinian School, Mr. Aram 
Boolghoorjian, presented a check for 
$18,500 to Rev. Janbazian, representing 
the collection of the students of the 
School for the AMAAs relief work in 
Armenia. 

@Participating in the dedication 
ceremonies on Sunday, February 19, of 
the sanctuary of the Armenian Evangeli- 
cal Church of Hollywood and delivering 
the sermon of the day. The church 
building, located at 4950 Franklin 
Avenue in Los Angeles, was purchased 
by the AMAA several months ago to 
meet the needs of a new and growing 


Calvary church youth share in the AMA 


é 


; i 4 uy : y 4 


A Sunday Luncheon Program. 


congregation. 

In addition to these activities, Rev. Jat 
bazian also visited and conferred with the 
officers of the Stephen Philibosian Foun 
dation, the executives of World Vision: 
pastors, church mission committees: 
other supporting organizations, individué 
donors and AMAA benefactors. 

“My three-week field trip to the West 
Coast was marked with many heat 
warming experiences” Rev. Janbazia” 
reported to the AMAA Board. “The wat™ 
and unreserved hospitality with which 
was received by our churches, supporting 
groups and individual members was 2 !& 
assuring indication of the genuine lov? 
people feel for the AMAA. The sensitiv 
ty to the needs of others, the solidaritY 
with our people in Armenia and the Mid- 
dle East, the generosity and, sometime 
sacrificial giving that I witnessed amon? 
our people was simply overwhelming: 


fi7 
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Second photo: The Executive Director with (from lef 
t) Mrs. Gladys Shegoi * n : 
Shamniten arta’ Mrs. Arnie Aerouny, emarsors Gf thier AMAA eae airperson of AMAA Calvary Church Chapter; Mrs. Rosine 
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MISSION NOTES FROM 
BELGIUM 


Mr. Sarkis Pasaoglu 


k The following is an abbreviated form 
4 recent letter received from Mr. Sarkis 
asaoglu, our Christian worker in 
Tussels, Belgium. Sarkis is a second- 
Year student at LInstitute Biblique 
elge and is being trained for Christian 
eaistry. In conjunction with his studies, 
arkis leads the newly formed Armenian 
a aelical Fellowship of Brussels. Sarkis’ 
ene, as well as his Christian work 
Ong his fellow immigrant Armenians 
‘Om Turkey, is made possible through the 
‘Nancial support of the members of the 
AMAA. 

‘I always thank our Lord, Jesus Christ, 

© has given me the opportunity to 
Study at a Bible school, and who has 
allowed me to have the support of the 
Armenian Missionary Association of 

Merica. 

“Our trip to Germany with Pastor Ago- 
Pian went very well. We stayed at 

uisburg nearly four days and had the 
©pportunity to visit Armenian families 
and hold meetings. After the meetings, 
Several friends said that they were very 

appy to see us and listen to the Word 
Sf God. 

‘In particular, we talked to the young 
Christian couple whom I had mentioned 
Nn my first letter. Our conversation with 
the husband was very useful. Pastor Jean 
Agopian talked with him at length about 
Eventually working together. My impres- 
Sion is that he, indeed, wishes to serve 
the Lord, especially among his own peo- 
Ble. | heard several very favorable com- 


ments about him from acquaintances in 
Diisburg. In my opinion, he will be very 
useful for the work in Germany. 

“Our meetings in Brussels are pro- 
ceeding very well. I had time to look for 
a hall for our meetings, and I found one. 
It is a ground-floor apartment with three 
rooms. One of the rooms is big enough 
to accommodate 70-80 people easily. It 
is very well located for our meetings. In 
this section of the city there are many 
Armenians. 

“Thank you for your prayers and con- 
tinued assistance” 


SYMPHONY COMMEMORATES 
ARMENIAN EARTHQUAKE 
VICTIMS 

Armenian composer Albert Darakjian’s 
“Flight of the Eagle,’ dedicated to the re- 
cent earthquake victims in Armenia; had 
its world premiere on Satu 
11, at 8:00 p.m. 

The concert by the 
Symphony featured Richard Carpe 
the famous Carpenters duo. 

Mr. Darakjian is well-known for incor- 
menian folk tunes in his sym- 
ms. The concert, held at the 
in Garden Grove, 
d by Hughes In- 
den Promenade 


rday, March 


Garden Grove 
nter of 


porating Ar 
phonic poe 
Don Wash Auditorium 
CA, was co-sponsore 
vestments and the Gar 
Shopping Center. 

Mr. and Mrs. D 
ment Funders and sy 
to AMAA missions. 


arakjian are Endow- 
stematic contributors 


STEPHEN PHILIBOSIAN FOUN: 
DATION CONTRIBUTES 
ARMENIA RELIEF 
The Stephen Philibosian preheat 
based in California, recently dona 


AA and another 
$25,000 to the AM PS ao es 


25,000 to the Armenian ! 
re of the Foundations relief efforts on 
behalf of the earthquake su 


Soviet Armenia. 
The Foundation 


rvivors in 


was established 20 


years ago by the late AMAA peihen od 
Stephen Philibosian, as 4 pie re 
institution dedicated to the welfare ia 
Armenians, in the United States a 
distinction as to religion 


i t 
overseas, withou 
or background. The income from the 


Fund is allocated for “religious, charitable, 


scientific, literary or educational” pur- 
poses. 

Since its inception, the Stephen Phili- 
bosian Foundation hs worked closely and 
cooperatively with the AMAA on many 
specific projects to provide educational, 
religious and social services to Armenians 
worldwide. 

The Chairman of the Foundation is 
Mrs. Joseph H. Stein, Jr. of Malibu, CA, 
daughter of the founding benefactor. 
Members of the Trustees include Albert 
Momjian, Esq. of Huntington Valley, PA; 
Mr. Nazar H. Daghlian of Lansdowne, 
PA; Mrs. Louise Danelian of Los Angeles, 
CA; The Rev. Moses B. Janbazian of 
Paramus, NJ; Mrs. Michael Landes of 
Palm Desert, CA; and Mrs. Richard 
Smith of Sherman Oaks, CA. 


MISAG AND MANOUSHAG 
JINBASHIAN 


a ae 
: 4, 


Mr. and Mrs. 
children. 

Misag and Manoushag Jinbashian’s 
50th Wedding Anniversary was cele- 
brated in Los Angeles, CA, on January 
8, 1989. The festive occasion was at- 
tended by about 35 relatives and close 
friends. These included Mr. and Mts. Jin- 
bashian’s son, Manuel; daughters, Mrs. 
Arpi Geuvijelian and Mrs. Houri Gul- 
bengian; daughter-in-law, Hasmig; sons- 
in-law, Avedis and Eddie; and grand- 
children, Ari and Eddie, dr. 


AMAA REPRINTS “YOLJULUK”: AMERICAN 
MISSIONARY’S ACCOUNT OF THE 1915 MASSACRES 


The Armenian Missionary Association 
of America (AMAA) recently published 
a new edition of “Yoljuluk” a book long 
out of print. The book, first published in 
1928, was written by Dr. WN. Chambers, 
an American missionary who spent most 
of his life in Anatolia and describes his ex- 
periences there over the years. This new 
edition has an introduction by Dr. Fred 
Assadourian, Chairman of the AMAA 
Publications Committee, who describes 
the book as “a simple but fascinating 
description of the authors close observa- 
tions of Armenians, Kurds and Turks in 
the Erzerum and Adana regions during 
45 years asa missionary of the American 
Board of Commissioners for Foreign Mis- 
sions” 

Chambers cannot be accused of either 
Prejuciee against Ottoman Turks and 
Kurds or blind partiality toward Arme- 


nians. He analyzes Turkish mentality and 
Kurdish characteristics—both good and 
bad features—and notes the friendships 
he has had among them on all levels. In 
a similar analysis of Armenians, he pro- 
ceeds from a survey of some faults to 
favorable qualities and concludes that an 
Armenian “is brainy—essentially demo- 
cratic in his instincts—progressive and 
industrious—has a high sense of social 
parity and the sanctity of family life” and 
that “Armenian women have preserved 
the family life of the race in a remarkable 
way.” 

Besides describing his missionary ac- 
tivities, the author provides illuminating 
thumbnail sketches of Armenian history 
and the growth of Protestant Armenian 
churches in Turkey. His remarks on the 
three sets of Armenian tragedies he has 
personally witnessed—the 1895 massa- 


cres in Erzerum, the 1909 massacres in 
Adana, and the 1915 deportations from 
Adana—would put to shame any present 
day attempts by historical revisionists i 
the United States and Turkey to down 
grade the severity of these events. 

This work by a non-Armenian author 
bears witness to the atrocities perpetrate 
by the Turks against Armenians. 
belongs on the bookshelf of every Arm@ 
nian who is interested in the Genocide: 
it makes a particularly suitable gift for his 
or her non-Armenian friends. 

Yoljuluk has a length of 125 pages 
plus seven pages of photographs. It ® 
available at $5 per copy from the Arm 
nian Missionary Association of 
America, 140 Forest Avenu& 
Paramus, NJ, 07652. Phon® 
(201)265-2607/2608 or toll-fre? 
(800)637-2260. 


EM cr ie san 


BOOKS ON ARMENIAN HISTORY AND HERITAGE 
Available Through the AMAA Book Service Program 


-iaiea 1922, Marjorie Housepian Dobkin. The story of the 
estruction of the legendary city. 275 pp.; pb. No. 177. . $15.00 


THE TREATMENT OF ARMENIANS IN THE OTTOMAN 
work presenting the 


Armenian people. 684 
+ wR AGA satiate $22.50 


EMPIRE, v. Bryce. A monumnetal 
documented account of the genocide of the 
Pp.; pb. No. 14f 


TORN BETWEEN TWO LANDS, Robert Mirak. A comprehe™” 
sive study of the Armenian Communty in America. 364 pp.; h& 
INOF (Zu ye eyes 


ARMENIAN NEEDLELACE & EMBROIDERY, Alice Odia? 
Kasparian. A unique photographic collection of more than 10 
priceless specimens with instructions for making two dozen needlelac® 


$25.00 


TURKEY & THE ARMENIAN ATROCITIES, E.M. Bliss. A 
region by region description of the massacre of Armenians by the 
IUKKeS G2 pps pb. INo. 16a......,................ $18.00 


Fp water MORGENTHAU'S STORY, Henry Morgen- 
f vau. The documented account of the Armenian Genocide in Turkey 
in 1915. 407 pp.; [ilo INO, 7/SIBY,, «as te $7.95 


nee STATE/PEOPLE/LIFE, Arthur Tcholakian. An il- 
ustrated history of Armenia from its early beginnings to present 
developments told in beautiful pictures, No. () Xo [EEN Ere $30.00 


THE PROUD ARMENIANS, Nat 
June 1978 Issue. An interesting 
94a 


ional Geographic Magazine — 
article about Armenians. No. 
MNT RG Ma Ps ee koe fo, $5.00 


ENGLISH-ARMENIAN/ARMENIAN-ENGLISH DIC- 
TIONARY, Koushakdjian & Khantrouni. 416 pp.; he. No. 


) 
eka gL Ora yh eae a At a $30.00 
THE FORTY DAYS OF MUSA DAGH, Franz Werfel. The world- 


famous novel about the 1915 heroic resistance of the Armenians 
of Musa Dagh. 824 pp.; pb. No. 119................. $9.95 
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jareineyants, WAZ yojaye lve, INko; 20). s scacungoesevaudes s $15.00 


THE FIRST GENOCIDE OF THE 20TH CENTURY, Ma‘ 
Bedrosyan. The saliant aspects of the genocide of the Armenian pe?” 
ple perpetuated by the Turks. 479 pp.; pb. No. 123... $19.99 


GENOCIDE-CRIME AGAINST HUMANITY. Essays and 


docuimentsa ZOZ spp ipby INO. Sil...) aera ae rae $3.00 
A BRIEF HISTORY OF ARMENIA, Rev. Sarkis Papajian. A birds 
eye-view of Armenian history. No. 140............... $5.00 


ODYSSEY OF AN ARMENIAN OF ZEITOUN, Khoren §- 
Davidson. The story of mass deportation of Armenians. No 


TUS) A Ro 2 ead 2 ee RA er $14.95 


AMERICAN BOOK REVIEW (March-April 86). A collectio” 
of articles on the subject of Genocide. No. 154 $2.00 


ARMENIAN ATROCITIES, Arnold J. Toynbee. An objective ac 
count of the Armenian Genocide by Turkey in 1915, 125 pp.; pb: 
(Price reduced because of poor binding). No. 97b...... $1.50 


ARMENIA, THE CONTINUING TRAGEDY, background infor 
mation by commission of the churches on international affairs. 59 
Pp ipb! ING W826...) eS Ree tlh lien Renee $3.00 


ARMENIA: THE SURVIVAL OF A NATION, Christopher 
Walker. The modern history of Armenia tracing the hopes and disap- 
Pointments of the Armenian people prior to the Genocide of 1915. 
e6inp che, Nol lla+. een - Souea ke oo eee $35.00 


THE REV. KARA KRIKOR HAROUTUNIAN OR A 
GUILELESS LIFE. Translated from Armeno-Turkish by B.B. 
Ajemian. 58 pp.; pb. No. 174.......-++-++2+582000 $3.00 


THE ARMENIAN ANSWER TO THE ARMENIAN QUES- 
TION, Richard G. Melikian. 41 pp.; pb. No. 168......- $4.95 


NEITHER TO LAUGH NOR TO WEEP, The Rev. Abraham H. 


Hartunian. A memoir of the Armenian Genocide. 206 pp.; pb. No. 
056c $9.95 


THE ARMENIAN EVANGELICAL MOVEMENT, Hagop 

braham Chakmakjian, Th.D. The author attempts to answer the 
Question: why was the Armenian Evangelical Movement needed, 
born, and separated. 151 pp.; pb. No. 146.........-- $10.00 


THE CULTURAL CONTRIBUTIONS OF PROTESTANTISM 
THE ARMENIAN NATION AND NOTABLE ARMENIAN 


WOMEN OF HISTORY, Yeghia S. Kassouny. 61 eee 


ACADEMIES FOR ANATOLIA, Frank Andrew Stone. A study 
“t the impact of the educational institutions sponsored by the 
American Board of Commissioners. 363 pp., hc. No. 133$29.50 


NEW PUBLICATIONS 


YOLJULUK, WN. Chambers. Random thoughts on life in Imperial 
Urkey, 195 pp. pn, No: 182.......+++.40:-s8 0h $5.00 


HISTORIA DA ARMENIA, Aharon Sapsezian in (Portuguese) 
Dieppe pbeNowdesens eu) ele eee $10.00 


LE CIEL ETAIT NOIR SUR LEUPHRATE, Jacques Der Alex- 
nian (in French). 384 pp.; pb. No. 184....-----++2sss007° 
pb. No. 
$30.00 


BOOK ORDER FORM 
Fill in, clip and mail to: 
ARMENIAN MISSIONARY ASSOCIATION OF AMERICA, INC. 


140 Forest Avenue, Paramus, Nd 07652 


Fortalitota not maaan retina Plus: $i. coer ook s : 
for postage and handling. (Order books by catalogue num a 
and add $1.00 for first copy and 50c for each additional book. 


Canada, add $2.00 for first copy. 


Name 


Address 


State Zip 


City 


(Enclosed is my check for $ 
(|Please bill me 


onary Association of 
r equivalent 


Make checks payable to: Armenian Missi 
America, Inc. (Canada: payable in U.S. dollars 0 
in Canadian currency). Prices subject to change. 
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ARMENIAN BIBLES 


OLD & NEW TESTAMENTS, Extra Large Print, Hard ae 
Black: 7S7x10" NO. 13K oo ec pie suis coe i 


NEW TESTAMENT, Extra Large Print: Hard Cover, Black; 7.5°x10” 
: .... $6.00 


ENTS, Genuine Leather Binding: 6"x9” 
OLD & NEW TESTAM Aisi 
ding: Black; 


Immitation Leather Bin 
OLD & NEW TESTAMENTS, Im tag 


6°KONot Sew un deere ee eerie acne aa 
We Now Offer 
E 
TESTAMENT ON CASSETT 
as pe (KJ) and Revised Standard (RS) Versions 
12 hes in an album only $24.00 each set plus $1.75 for postage 


and handling 


NEWLY RECORDED 
SHARAGANS & ARMENIAN HYMNS 
ue ati at Fae of an un- 
a 
We are pleased to announce the avai u 
alerted collection of Sharagans and Armenian 


mns on cassette tapes. - - ra 
BAL acca recorded by ane of ne 
choir, 9 soloists and 16 musica ire 
shn Merjanian of Saratoga, “all 
Bee ie sets of four cassettes. i peor pe 
variety of excerpts from the liturgy © eee ee 
Apostolic Church, great hymns of the refo je 
tion and selected sacred classics all sung = ae 
eQuality: high in caliber and rich in 


Armenians. 
Because of its ins 


ian home t 
ii: print is sole distributor of this new recor 
e 


rs. 
G th 1 om the request f Dr. and M: 
din and all e inc e, at (0) 
Merjanian will go towards AMAAs evangelism and 


larship projects. 
3 your orders, fill in the coup 


to: Armenian Missionary 


America, Inc., 

07652. 
Please note t 

cassettes at $25. 


ing per set. 


e that 


pirational value, we believ 
should own a set. 


on below and mail it 
Association of 
Paramus, N.J. 


140 Forest Ave., 


ly in sets of four 
t they are sold on 
a plus $1.00 for postage and handl 


ATT: Armenian Missionary Ass’n of America, Inc. 
rdsets(s) of the ARMENIAN SACRED MUSIC 


ee @ $25.00, plus $1.00 for postage and handlings 
CH .00, 


per set. 


; SAE eee ew 
Enclosed is my check for 


Bill Pine arn ir Te 


cee ee 


NAME ————— 
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HANNES AGN ERIAN 
MEMORIAL FUND 
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with the Armenian commu 
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announced to honor the memory of 
r of the Armenian community 
young people of Armenian 
erve as a minister in the Arme- 
Agnerian died recently in Mon- 


n Montreal, the late Rev. Agnerian 
nity in Lebanon. The 
in co-operation with the Arme- 
emorate the dedicated work he 
and for his church. 


OBITUARIES 


YULIA GULESSERIAN KETENJIAN 


Mrs. Yulia Gulesserian Ketenjian 
4 On May 31, 1988, Yulia Gulesserian Keten- 
jian passed away, leaving behind her mortal 
ae to join in spirit the source of everlasting 
ife. 
) Yulia Ketenjian was born on June 22, 1912, 
in Adana, Turkey, the daughter of Mr. and 
Mrs. Dickran Gulesserian. Although pas- 
sionately interested in science, she gave upa 
possible career in research to marry Dr. Yer- 
vant Ketenjian of Aleppo, Syria, and moved 
to Beirut, Lebanon, in 1938, ultimately 
mothering four children. In 1963, with her 
husband, she moved to Pacific Palisades, 
California, and lived happily among family 
and friends. 
During her life, Yulia was very active in the 

Armenian Protestant community. She was 
elected the first woman trustee of the First 
Armenian Evengelical Church of Beirut, 
Lebanon, served as President of the Women’s 
League, and with her husband was a devoted 
friend and supporter of the Armenian Mis- 
sionary Association of America (AMAA). A 
creative and sensitive person, she began pain- 
ting in her early 60's and won numerous 
awards for her watercolors and sculptures. In 
addition to having a one-woman show of her 
major works in Pacific Palisades, CA, she was 
active in the art community of Los Angeles 
and the Liaison Francaise. 

At a relatively young age, Yulia was affilcted 
by cancer, and was given the prognosis of an 
early demise. Yulia was a different breed. She 
had a very profound faith in God and an ex- 
traordinary conviction that she would over- 
come her ailment, that defied all reason. But 
reason was not her venue. Faith and willpower 
were her weapons. She wanted to employ all 
avenues that held any promise, and in spite 
of the ordeals of major surgeries, her per- 


sistence in believing that she would overcome 
her illness was so powerful that she became 
an inspiration to an entire community of 
“healthy people’ For Yulia was a person who 
lived her faith and acted on her convictions. 
One of her favorite verses from the Bible was: 
“Commit your way unto the Lord; trust in 
Him, and He will act” Psalm 37:5. 

Yes, Yulia truly believed that God’s way was 
the perfect way and that God delivers on the 
promise. She saw life as beautiful and good, 
and always expected a positive outcome. For 
her, every outcome was a positive outcome. 
Discouragement, despair and pessimism were 
total strangers. One could always go to her for 
support because she was able to make you 
see the bright side of any situation, 

“Do your best, and leave the rest? she would 
say. Meaning, “Leave the rest of God, and He 
will make it right” And a lively, happy glow 
would encircle her face and her eyes would 
sparkle with joy, and you could feel within her 
the sense of freedom and energy that came 
with faith and trust and acceptance and she 
would forge a partnership with the gift of liv- 
ing without fear and regret, taking you with 
her, if you wanted to go. 

For Yulia, life was a gift and an adventure. 
It was meant to be lived with zest and to its 
fullest measure. She loved to travel, explore 
and discover. But when the choice was bet- 
ween her own enjoyment or that of her re- 


. sponsibilities as a wife and mother, she sacrific- 


ed herself without even a hint of displeasure, 
cheerfully and wholeheartedly. 

Illness and disease were not acceptable 
components or alternative ways of living. To 
live was her right; there was to be no com- 
promise. And hence, she used her indomitable 
will to overcome everything that came her 
way; and overcome, she did. Yes, Yulia was 
a winner to the end. She came to this world 
as a winner, and she exited as a winner. She 
never accepted defeat. 

We, your children, want you to know, 
Mother, that we love and respect you with the 
love and respect that you gave us and taught 
us. 

We want to tell you, Mother, that we em- 
brace and hug you because we remember 
how you embraced us, loved us, encouraged 
us, and nurtured us. 

We want you to know, Mother, how much 
we admire you for your courage and tenaci- 
ty; your cheerfulness in suffering; your say- 
ing, “I am fine? on every occasion, to the very 
end, even though you could not talk any 

longer. We want you to know, Mother, that 
we know how much you cared for our suffer- 
ing when your only concern should have been 
yourself. 


Dont think for a minute that we didn't notice 
how you never complained about your state, 
how you never wanted to burden us with you! 
pain; how you never asked for any help; a? 
how, from the beginning to the end, yo¥ 
dedicated your life for our happiness. 

And we want you to know, Mother, that W@ 
will always live with the memory of your la: 
triumphant gesture, your angelic smile wit 
which you said goodbye, as your everlasting 
spirit overcame your mortal body. 

We love you, Mother. 

By: Ani Ketenjian Simonian, Ara yervant 
Ketenjian, Vera Ketenjian Bos and Dickran 
Yervant Ketenjian. 


REV. MIHRAN BAZIKIAN 

Rev. Mihran Bazikian, 79, of Weehawken 
NJ, passed away on January 1, 1989, aftet 
suffering a series of strokes. For many yeals 
he had faithfully served among the Armenia? 
community of Metropolitan New York. 

Born in Aintab, Turkey, Rev. Bazikian was 
the fifth of six children born to Garabed 4" 
Hripsime (Tashjian) Bazikian, who were 
originally from Dikranagerd. Garabed, a well 
to-do merchant, was a Christian gentlema” 
Mother Hripsime, also a devout Christian, was 
from a prominent Dikranagerd family. Het 
father, Tomas Tashjian, had served as an 
honorary consul of the Persian government 
in that city. Hripsime, in particular, had been 
strongly influenced by the Christosasiradz, thé 
spiritual renewal movement within the Arm@ 
nian Apostolic Church. 

The family’s happy home life was shattered 
by the tragic events of 1915. When the 
genocide began, Garabed was apprehende® 
Turkish friends of his (according to later a~ 
counts received by the family) sought to secul?é 
his freedom. All he had to do was, in som 
superficial way, recant his Christian faith an 
accept Islam. When he refused, he paid fot 
it with his life. His wife, who had been pray” 
ing that her husband would not renounce his 
faith, had her prayers answered. 

Mother Hripsime now had to look after het 
large family by herself. They stayed for a while 
in the Middle East. However, with the helP 
of a relative already in the United States: 
Krikor Tashjian, the whole family reached 
American shores by 1922 and settled in New 
York City. There Mihran attended the public 
schools. 

While still in the Middle East, he had a 
Christian conversion experience, giving his 
heart to Jesus Christ as the Savior from his 
sins. Once in America, his involvement in the 
things of the Lord continued. He attended 
Sunday school at New York's Calvary Baptist 
Church. He also became involved with the 


a ; ‘ ne | * yee * 
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Rev. Mihran Bazikian 
Armenian Brethren Church of New York Ci- 
Y; and later helped found its youth group, the 
Tmenian Brethren Crusaders. Possessed of 
® certain boldness, he was not afraid of 
pone witnessing or preaching in the open 
Wishing formally to prepare himself for 
tistian work, he attended the former Na- 
i Bible Institute of New York City, from 

ere he graduated in 1935. In 1937, he 
waduated from Gordon College (then located 

Boston, MA) with a Bachelor of Theology 

€gree. Around 1940, he was ordained as a 

Ptist minister by William Ward Ayer, the 
Red radio pastor of New York’s Calvary 
Rest Church. Around this time also, he 
of bed found the Armenian Brethren Church 

Providence, RI. 

In April, 1942, he married the former 

tien Paravonian of Waukegan, IL. The cou- 
Ble remained in Waukegan until 1948, where 

© was serving as the pastor of the Armenian 
Vangelical Church. 

In 1948, the family moved to the New York 
area and settled in Weehawken, NJ. Here he 
Continued his involvement in Christian work 
While laboring as a photoengraver to provide 
Support for his family. He preached, for in- 
Stance, at the 50th anniversary of the Arme- 
Nian Presbyterian Church of West New York, 
NJ (now of Paramus). In the mid-1950's, he 

ecame the pastor of the Armenian Brethren 
Church of New York City (later of 
Weehawken, NJ). He remained in this posi- 
tion, intermittently, for over 20 years, finally 
telinquishing the post around 1980. In June, 
1985, this church honored him for his years 
Of service and conferred on him the title of 
“Pastor Emeritus”. 

Retiring from his photoengraving job 
around 1974, he spent his later years 
Preaching occasionally at the Armenian 
Brethren Church, doing supply pastoral work 
for the American Baptist Convention, acting 
as a chaplain for the Armenian Old Age 
Homes of New York City and Emerson, NJ, 


shopping for his family, working around the 
house, and enjoying the presence of his 
grandchildren. 

Strongly Evangelical in his theology, he 
stood for the fundamentals of the faith “once 
for all delivered to the saints” He also ap- 
preciated the work of God going on in dif- 
ferent denominations and welcomed the 
charismatic renewal in the Roman Catholic 
Church. He retained a love and respect for 
the Armenian Apostolic Church as well. In his 
preaching he stressed the necessity for his 
listeners to be born again or saved, that 
believers should have the deepening work of 
the Holy Spirit within them, the need for 
Christians to be outspoken in their Gospel 
witness (“There is no such thing as a silent 
Christian” he used to say), and to live upright, 
godly, happy lives among people in the world. 
He sought to live such a life among the peo- 
ple he served. He was well loved for his 
sincerity, earnestness, and warmth. 

Rev. Bazikian is survived by his wife, Adrien; 
his sons, Charles, Daniel and Paul; his 
daughter-in-law Aida (Mrs. Charles Bazikian); 
and his grandchildren, Rachel, Lydia, Obed, 


and Philip. 


IE HISHIAN) NOURKHANIAN 
Ns eee by Ephronia Mugar 
Alice (Keshishian) Nourkhanian was born 
in Aintab, Turkey, to Moses and Victoria 
(Hadidian) Keshian. She had lived in Beirut, 
Lebanon, but in 1954 had come to the United 
States and lived in California for 35 years. 
It was in Claremont, CA, where she pass- 
ed away in her sister Ephronia and brother- 
in-law Rev. Youhanna Mugars home on 
uary 9, 1989. 
eae life very much. She was a ye 
helpful person. She loved and gee 
elderly people. Many times she gave partie 
in her home. ' 
rae ce very creative and artistic and did 
beautiful needlework. She was an eee 
homemaker. A lover of flowers, ania . . 
lived you were sure to a s beautiful flo 
eated by her hanes. 
co Ales al I have been the oe is 
ters on your tombstone, ! would tsi 9 
told the passersby, the sad, sad str ae 
tragic life. The merciful Lord ee a ete 
her wounds and came down with His g 


miracle to heal her. 
About ten days before s 
thly pilgrimage, 
herself to Jesus, 
ing her in His precio 
"5 Cross. 
OF hoc and serenity of the Holy Spirit 
filled her, and thus she found her real joy in 
ye oe ed in the AMAA and, 


he firmly believ ; 
ae left a sizeable amount in her Will to 


‘Od GY} 
’ 15 


he ended her ear 
urrendered 
ify- 

ho redeemed her, pur 
rs us blood, shed on 


this organization, as a living memorial in her 
name, the proceeds of which are to be used 
for the poor. 

Donations in her memory may be sent to 


the AMAA. 
we ee oe 


The AMAA Board of Directors ex- 
tend their heartfelt condolences to 
the families of the deceased through 
the medium of the AMAA NEWS. 
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Los Angeles, CA 
*Tatios, Louise Mary 
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Ormond Beach, FL Feb. 1, 1989 


*Memorials were designated for 


AMAA. 
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WILLS: A FINAL CONTRIBUTION TO 
GOD’S WORK AND A WORTHY CAUSE 


Your personal Will, in addition to 
being the simplest legal way to dis- 
tribute your estate, can also be a 
creative and inspiring testimony to 
your love for God and your Armenian 
Christian heritage 

After the needs of your loved ones 
are met, why not include the Arme- 
nian Missionary Association of 
America, Inc. (AMAA) as a benefi- 
ciary? Of course, if you have already 
written your Will, you can have your 
lawyer add a simple codicil to provide 
such a gift, You can bequeath a cer- 
tain dollar amount, or a percentage 
of your estate or just include AMAA 
as residual and final beneficiary. 


General Bequest 

“I give and bequeath to the Arme- 
nian Missionary Association of 
America, Inc. (AMAA), headquar- 
tered at 140 Forest Avenue, Paramus, 
NJ, the sum of $ {and/or 


Return this form to: 


the securities or other property 
described herein, namely, _) 
to be used for the general work of the 
Association as directed by the Board 
of Directors of the AMAA.” 


Residuary Bequest 

“The rest, residue and remainder 
of my estate, both real and personal, 
wherever situated, I give, devise and 
bequeath to the Armenian Missionary 
Association of America, Inc. (AMAA), 
headquartered at 140 Forest Avenue, 
Paramus, NJ, to be used for the 
general work of the Association as 
directed by the Board of Directors of 
the AMAA” 


NOTE: Since Wills are controlled by 
state rather than federal law, it is ad- 
visable to consult an attorney who 
knows the laws of the state where you 
live or where your real estate is 
located, 


Moses B. Janbazian, Executive Director 
Armenian Missionary Association of America, Inc. 
140 Purest Avenue, Paramus, Nd 07652 


— have included AMAA in my Will. 
—_1 plan to include AMAA in my Will, 


—| would like more information, 
Name: 


Address: 


ys 
Phone: ( 


Armenian Missionary Association of 
140 Forest Avenue 


Paramus, NJ 07652 


MR, 


America 


JACK 
666 WEST 
NEW YORK 


TOROSIAN* 
207 ST. 


CITY, NY 10034 


We have copies available of material 
on Wills and Bequests, Deferred Giving 
and Life Income Trusts. Those intet 
ested in receiving a copy of one or more 
of the following brochures please mark 
the appropriate box or boxes and re 
turn to: 


The Armenian Missionary Assoc- 
140 Forest Avenue 
Paramus, NJ 07652 


O How to Write a WILL that Works 

(CO What Difference does a WILL Make? 
O Why All the Bother About WILLS? 
CO What Happens if There is No WILL? 


1137 Things People “Know About 
WILLS that Aren’t Really So” 


0 Giving through Your WILL 
O The Gift You Can Take Back 
0 How to Give More by Giving Securities 


D Twelve Ideas from the WILLS of 12 
Famous People 


© Living Trusts Can Be Giving Trusts 


© Giving Through Revocable Living 
Trusts 


©) Giving Through Life Income Plans 
O Giving Real Estate 


0) There’s Will-Wisdom in a Testament- 
ary Trust 


What Every Giver Should Know 
About Taxes 


O Has Your WILL ‘Expired’? 
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